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Grade 2 · Telling Time to Five Minutes · Lesson
Common Core 2.MD.C.7 · mathovore.fr

To tell time on an analog clock, look at the short hour hand for the hour, then count by fives
around the clock to read the minutes with the long minute hand. Write the time like 7:35.
Add a.m. for times from midnight to noon and p.m. for times from noon to midnight.

Grade 2Common Core: 2.MD.C.7

Key facts:

The short hand is the hour hand. The long hand is the minute hand.
Each number on the clock is 5 more minutes, so count by fives.
Minute hand on 12, 3, 6, or 9 means 0, 15, 30, or 45 minutes.
Write minutes with two digits, like 7:05.
a.m. is midnight to noon. p.m. is noon to midnight.

What are the parts of an analog clock?

An analog clock has a round face with the numbers 1 to 12. It has two hands. The short hand is
the hour hand. The long hand is the minute hand.
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The short pink hand is the hour hand. The long blue hand is the minute hand. The orange numbers count
minutes by fives.

How do you read the minutes?

The minute hand moves around the clock once every hour. Each number on the clock stands
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for 5 minutes. Count by fives to read the minutes: the 1 is 5 minutes, the 2 is 10 minutes, and
the 3 is 15 minutes.
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The minute hand points to 7. Count by fives: 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35. The time is 7:35.

Special minute hand spots

Minute hand on the 12 means o'clock (0 minutes). On the 3 it is 15 minutes after the
hour. On the 6 it is 30 minutes after the hour. On the 9 it is 45 minutes after the hour.
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The minute hand points to 3, 6, and 9. That is 15, 30, and 45 minutes after 5.

How do you write the time on a digital clock?

A digital clock shows numbers. The number before the colon is the hour. The numbers after
the colon are the minutes. The time 7:05 means 7 hours and 5 minutes. A zero before the 5
keeps the minutes in two places.

What do a.m. and p.m. mean?

A day has 24 hours, and a clock shows 12 of them at a time. So every time happens twice a
day. We write a.m. for the time from midnight to noon. We write p.m. for the time from noon
to midnight. Breakfast at 7:30 is 7:30 a.m. Dinner at 6:30 is 6:30 p.m.
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a.m.: midnight to noon p.m.: noon to midnight

12:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m. 12:00 a.m.

midnight noon midnight

Times from midnight to noon are a.m. Times from noon to midnight are p.m.

How do you tell the time step by step?

Telling time

Look at the short hour hand. Say the number it has just passed.1.
Look at the long minute hand. Count by fives to the number it points to.2.
Write the hour, a colon, and the minutes with two digits.3.
Add a.m. or p.m. when the story tells the part of the day.4.

Example. The hour hand is between 4 and 5, so the hour is 4. The minute hand is on 7. Count
by fives: 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35. The time is 4:35. If this is after school, write 4:35 p.m.
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The hour hand is between 4 and 5. The minute hand is on 7. The time is 4:35.

Telling Time to Five Minutes: frequently asked questions

How do you tell time to the nearest five minutes?

Count by fives as you go around the clock to the number the minute hand points to. The 4
means 20 minutes. Then read the hour from the short hand.

Which hand is the hour hand?

The short hand is the hour hand. The long hand is the minute hand. The hour hand moves
slowly, and the minute hand moves around once an hour.

What does a.m. mean?

The letters a.m. mark the time from midnight until noon. Breakfast at 7:30 is 7:30 a.m.
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What does p.m. mean?

The letters p.m. mark the time from noon until midnight. A movie at 6:30 in the evening is
6:30 p.m.

Why do we write 7:05 and not 7:5?

Minutes are always written with two digits. The 0 holds the tens place, so 7:05 means 7 hours
and 5 minutes.
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