
Grade 2 Skip Counting and Comparing Numbers – Lesson – Mathovore ·
https://mathovore.fr/en/grade-2-skip-counting-lesson · page 1/4

Grade 2 · Skip Counting and Comparing
Numbers · Lesson

Common Core 2.NBT.A.2, 2.NBT.A.4 · mathovore.fr

Skip counting means counting forward by the same amount each time, such as by 5s, 10s,
or 100s. To compare two three-digit numbers, look at the hundreds first, then the tens,
then the ones. Use  for greater than,  for less than, and  for equal to, as in .

Grade 2Common Core: 2.NBT.A.2 · 2.NBT.A.4

Key facts:

Skip counting adds the same number each time: by 5s, 10s, or 100s.
Counting by 5s makes the ones digit 0 or 5.
Counting by 100s raises the hundreds digit by 1 each time; ten hundreds make 1,000.
To compare three-digit numbers, compare hundreds first, then tens, then ones.
The symbols are > (greater than), < (less than), and = (equal to).

What is skip counting?

Skip counting means counting by the same number again and again, instead of counting by
ones. When you count by 5s, you say 5, 10, 15, 20, and so on. Every hop on the number line is
the same size.

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

+5 +5 +5 +5 +5 +5 +5 +5 +5 +5

Counting by 5s from 0 to 50: each hop adds 5.

Skip counting

Skip counting adds the same number each time. When counting by 5s, the ones digit is 0 or
5. When counting by 10s, the tens digit goes up by 1. When counting by 100s, the
hundreds digit goes up by 1.

https://mathovore.fr/en/grade-2-skip-counting-lesson


Grade 2 Skip Counting and Comparing Numbers – Lesson – Mathovore ·
https://mathovore.fr/en/grade-2-skip-counting-lesson · page 2/4

How do you count by 10s?

Start at 5 and count by 10s: 5, 15, 25, 35, 45. The ones digit stays 5 and the tens digit grows
by 1 each time. On a number chart, the numbers you say line up in one column.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

Counting by 10s from 5 colors one column of the chart.

How do you count by 5s with coins?

A nickel is worth 5 cents. To find the value of a group of nickels, count by 5s and touch each
coin once. Six nickels are worth 30 cents.

5¢

5

5¢

10

5¢

15

5¢

20

5¢

25

5¢

30

Counting by 5s: 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30 cents.

How do you count by 100s?

When you count by 100s, the hundreds digit goes up by 1 and the tens and ones digits stay
the same. Starting at 300, you say 300, 400, 500, 600, 700. After 900 comes 1,000.

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1,000

+100+100+100+100

Four hops of 100 take 300 to 700.

How do you compare three-digit numbers?

Compare the digits one place at a time, starting on the left. The number with more hundreds is
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greater. If the hundreds are the same, compare the tens. If the tens are the same too,
compare the ones.

346

328
>

346 has 3 hundreds, 4 tens, and 6 ones. 328 has 3 hundreds, 2 tens, and 8 ones. The tens decide: 4 tens is
more than 2 tens.

Line up the two numbers by place.1.
Compare the hundreds digits. If they are different, you are done.2.
If the hundreds are the same, compare the tens digits.3.
If the tens are the same too, compare the ones digits.4.

Example: Compare 436 and 429. Both numbers have 4 hundreds. The tens are 3 and 2, and 3
is more than 2. So 436 is greater: .

What do the symbols >, <, and = mean?

Symbol Meaning Example
is greater than

is less than
is equal to

The open side of the symbol faces the bigger number. On a number line, the number farther to
the right is the greater number.

300 310 320 330 340 350 360

328 346

346 is farther right than 328, so 346 is greater.

Skip Counting and Comparing Numbers: frequently asked questions

What is skip counting?

Skip counting is counting forward by the same number each time, such as 5, 10, 15, 20. It is
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faster than counting by ones. Students use it to count nickels, dimes, and groups of 100.

How do you skip count by 5s?

Add 5 each time: 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30. The ones digit switches between 5 and 0. You can start
at any number, like 135, 140, 145.

What is the difference between  and ?

Both symbols point their small end at the smaller number and open toward the greater
number. The symbol  means greater than, so  is read as 52 is greater than 25. The
symbol  means less than.

How do you compare numbers with the same hundreds digit?

Compare the tens digits next. If the tens are also the same, compare the ones. For 436 and
429, the hundreds are both 4, and 3 tens is more than 2 tens, so 436 is greater.

What number comes after 990 when counting by 10s?

The next number is 1,000. Ten more than 990 is 1,000, because 99 tens plus 1 more ten
makes 100 tens, which is 1,000.
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